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From Eucomis bicolor two new compounds, eucomin (2) and (-)euco- 

mol (z) have been isolated recently by Bijhler and Tamm', both 

belonging to a new class of natural products with an unusual 

benzyl-chromanone skeleton. Now the synthesis of eucomin and 

of racemic eucomol is presented. 
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5,7-Dihydroxy-chroman-4-one ($2 was condensed in boiling acetic 

anhydride to yield directly 5,7-diacetoxy-3(4-methoxybenzal)chro- 

man-4-one, eucomin diacetate (2), m.p. 1!!~4-56~. Deacylation of 

2 afforded eucomin (2) as yellow needles (MeOH), m.p. 200-201'. 

(Lit.i m.p. 194-96'); on admixture with natural euconin no m.p. 

depression was observed. 
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Benzylation of eucomin with benzyl chloride in l?fF'/ K2C03 yielded 

the dibenzyl-derivative (z), m.p. 132-31i", that was transformed 

by alkaline H202 in methanol - acetone to the epoxyde 6, n.p. 

i62-63O. On hydrogenation with Pd/oarbon catalyst 6 was smoothly 

converted to racemic 3,3,7-trihydroxy-3-(4+aethoxybenzyl)-chroman- 

4-one, (2)eucomol (I), oblique prisms of m.p. 134-135' (benzene- 

ethanol). Bacemic 1 and (-) euoomol gave superimposable I&spectra 

in CHC13 solution, solid state spectra however differed conside- 

rably, 

Correot elementary analyses were obtained for each compound. UY, 

IR- and NMR speotra were in complete conformity with the structu- 

res assigned, and with data published. 

_ 

Details of this investigation will be soon published in Tetra- 

hedron. 
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